2018
Report to the Community

Dear friends,
It is my sincere pleasure to oﬀer Greenbelt’s first-ever Report to the Community.
This report, which will be issued annually, is designed to share with you, our
community, what we have accomplished on a yearly basis. However, since this is
the first issue, I want to get you up to speed on our last five years of progress. It has
been an exciting time for conservation in Mid-Missouri, and there’s lots to talk
about, so let’s get to it!
Sincerely,
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Celebrating Our Silver Anniversary
In 1993, Columbia was growing rapidly. A group of citizens worried that our
unique landscape would be lost to sprawl. To protect it, they formed the
Greenbelt Coalition, which became Greenbelt Land Trust of Mid-Missouri.
Over the last 25 years, you have made Greenbelt a key voice for our open
spaces. You have worked to give our citizens access to nature by advocating
for trails. You have protected places like the Hinkson Creek corridor and
directly conserved nearly 600 acres of land for future generations.
The next 25 years will be even better, thanks to your support, and to the
support of the following members of Greenbelt’s Silver Anniversary Club,
who made gifts of $1,000 or more during the month of October:
$1,000 Level:
Anonymous
Lea and Dennis Langdon
Ken and Elizabeth Babcock

$2,500 Level:
Robin Hirsch-Jacobson

Our Natural Legacy
In 2014, Greenbelt worked with community partners to finalize the Our Natural
Legacy Plan. In the nearly five years since, virtually all of those goals are in sight:
• Big Muddy National Wildlife Refuge Headquarters, Opened Nov. 2017 (USFWS)
• Farmer’s Market Pavilion, Now Part of Clary-Shy Park, Construction Underway
(CCUA, Sustainable Farms and Communities, and Columbia Parks and Recreation)
• Columbia Trail Expansion Continues, Hominy Branch Trail Dedicated in 2017
(Columbia Parks and Recreation)
• Collaborative Land Conservation, More than 1,000 acres of Mid-Missouri Land
conserved (Columbia Parks and Recreation, Missouri Department of Conservation, State
Parks, and Greenbelt Land Trust of Mid-Missouri)

While some of the goals identified have not yet come to fruition - the Nature
School, for example, we are optimistic that the future holds good things.
Greenbelt’s coordination of the Our Natural Legacy eﬀort also gave Greenbelt the
opportunity to expand our capacity substantially - more on that below.
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Financial Report
Greenbelt’s financial capacity following the Our Natural Legacy eﬀort is better than
it has ever been. A strong not-for-profit utilizes a diverse array of funding sources
to ensure stability. In 2013, our funding was not diverse - 76% came from contracts
associated with Our Natural Legacy. Watch what happened over the next six years:
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As Our Natural Legacy has tapered oﬀ, we have grown other funding sources particularly, the support of individuals, which increased from about $5,000 in 2013
to nearly $30,000 in 2017! The evolution of the Deep Roots Dinner has also been
great, with event income rising from nothing in 2013 to nearly $9,000 in 2018. We
have built relationships with other organizations and businesses and expanding the
ways our direct conservation eﬀorts are funded. Our work together has made
Greenbelt a strong, financially stable organization that’s ready for the long haul!
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Conservation
More importantly, Greenbelt has grown its
conservation eﬀorts considerably over the
last five years. Greenbelt has worked since
the 1990s to take direct action to conserve
land in Mid-Missouri. Since 2014, the
number of acres we conserve has
increased by 500%, as you can see in the
diagram to the right. The blue circle
represents conserved land area in 2014;
the green circle is what we conserve now.
The improvements haven’t just been about quantity of land, though. We have also
worked hard to improve our stewardship of the land in our portfolio. We have
brought all of our properties in line with national standards for documentation, and
have accomplished even more exciting things on the ground. At our Hinkson
Valley Nature Preserve, better than 90% of the honeysuckle infestation has been
extinguished, and we have improved habitat at Big Sky Nature Preserve as well.
Look for exciting new developments at our nature preserves in 2019!
We have also begun oﬀering our landowners volunteer work days to help them
accomplish conservation goals. We had a volunteer work day at the Vivian Purdy
Conservation Easement Property last fall; we cleared invasives and planted natives
in their place, right along Hominy Branch Trail!
We look forward to helping
out other places, too, but we
can’t do it without your help sign up for our mailing list at
https://greenbeltmissouri.org/
volunteer/ today to be notified
about work days. It’s a great
way to do good and enjoy the
outdoors at the same time!
4

Note from the President
Greenbelt Land Trust of Mid-Missouri has come a long way since its inception in
1993 and it's all thanks to our volunteers, donors, community partners, and
exceptional board and staﬀ. Greenbelt is primed as a leader in conservation and has
enriched the mid-Missouri area not only through land stewardship, but, most
importantly, though education. We have the privilege of sharing our work with our
community, whether it’s through a Mizzou volunteer work day or an educational
hike through one of our nature preserves. The work we do now pays back the midMissouri community in dividends. It's been my privilege and honor to be a part of
the amazing Greenbelt community and I'm excited for our bright future ahead!
Sincerely,

Board of Directors
Brianna Lennon, President
Danny Lyskowski, Vice President
John George, Secretary
Nick Shapiro, Treasurer
Dave Coplen
Dee Dokken
Barbara Hoppe
Emily Wright

PO Box 144
Columbia, MO 65201
greenbeltmissouri.org

Staﬀ
Mike Powell, Executive Director
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